
Online Module Courses:   

LIB K198 – Special Topics Public Services  

LIB K198 – Special Topics Cataloging and Classification 

 

CALLING ALL LIBRARY SUPPORT STAFF who wish to obtain college credit through work 
based experience.  Do you currently perform work in Cataloging or Public Services?  Would you 

like to obtain college credit towards an ALA-LSSC accredited certificate? 

 

This opportunity offered by Three Rivers Community College provides working library support 
staff the ability to build a professional portfolio demonstrating the work they perform on the job 

in the special topics area.    

 

A final project exam will be available for those who wish to obtain three additional college 
course credits. This opportunity is a great cost savings for working Library Support Staff!   

Pay for one credit and get three more credits for free! 

 

How Do Special Topics Courses Work?   

1. Each 5-week, one-credit online course will instruct in the ALA-LSSC competency 
standards for the special topic of Public Services or the special topic of Cataloging and 
Classification.   

2. During the 5-week course, the student will learn how to apply the ALA-LSSC 
competencies in their day-to-day work. 

3. Students will build a professional portfolio of evidence of their work in the competency 
standards. 

4. Upon completing the 5-week module, students are eligible to take Credit by Exam.  For a 
nominal additional cost of $15, students will have from April 11 through May 15 to 
complete a project based exam that is relevant to their library work. 

5. With successful completion and assessment of the exam, the student will be awarded 3 
additional credits and the regular course “LIB K116 Cataloging and Classification or 
“LIB K101 Introduction to Public Services” will be posted on the student transcript. 
 

Dates: The 5-week online instructional modules on the ALA-LSSC competencies takes place 
during weeks 6 through 10 of the fall 2016 semester. 

Cost:   Tuition for a 1-credit module is currently $225.  Credit by Exam is an additional $15.   



Registration:  Registration is open!  Register as an online student using the LTA Combined 
Application and Registration form. 

 

Library Support Staff who currently are employed in libraries in these two course areas (fall 
2016 semester Special Topics Public Services and Special Topics Cataloging and 
Classification) are offered as part of an alternative route to receive course Credit by Exam.   
Credit by Exam may be awarded for up to 50% of the LTA certificate or 12 credits for a total of 
four LTA courses.  

 Enroll in the one-credit Special Topics course subject.  At the end of the five-week Special 
Topics course, students may then take a final, project-based exam based on the ALA-LSSC 
standards (current fee per exam is $15, subject to change).  Upon passing the exam, students will 
receive 3 college credits on their transcript.  Student must take Special Topics course in the 
course area before they are eligible to do the Credit by Exam assessment project. 

 

Benefits of Special Topics Courses 

First, they expand the opportunities for working library staff in Connecticut to achieve college 
credit in the area of their job performance by supporting new students in the process of 
college assessment. 

Second, they provide the opportunity for working library staff to learn the American Library 
Association national standards around the competencies of Public Services and of 
Cataloging and Classification.  Students can apply these standards on a day-to-day basis in 
acquiring and organizing library resources and collections or serving patrons’ information 
needs. 

Third, it is the expectation that working library staff who do not have the LTA certificate may 
want to continue their learning once they have begun to acquire college credit via Credit by 
Exam.  The LTA program at Three Rivers has shifted to be completely online, thus 
expanding the potential to reach students across the state and not have geographic 
restrictions. 

 


